As you are aware, it was my intention to write some words for Greenkeeper International following the final match of the Hayter Challenge Tournament at Ganton Golf Club. However, following the tragic death of David Spurden, such a contribution seems untimely and totally inappropriate. Instead I would prefer to record my gratitude to David and convey to his colleagues and family, my deepest sympathy at this sad time.
I first met David in May of this year. Instantly I recognised in him the qualities of warmth, good nature and pure human kindness. He was conscientious, self deprecating but with a strong sense of determination to succeed. I only met him a few times but his friendly disposition and true gentiemanly qualities were such that I felt I had known him for years. He prepared Ganton to perfection for our Challenge Tournament Final and I know how proud he was to have secured his own place in the competition, played on the course he loved and served with such distinction. He will be greatly missed by all and greenkeeping has lost one of its finest ambassadors.
Please convey the condolences of all of us at Hayter to his staff, his colleagues, his Club, but most of all to his family. No words can adequately ease the pain they will be enduring but, hopefully, the knowledge that their grief is shared will be of some comfort. His work was always of the highest standard, this being reflected in the condition of Ganton in recent times.
He played golf, and with a single figure handicap was a regular competitor and winner in both regional and national events. He was also a member of the BIGGA Open Support Team.
David was keenly interested in, and quite an authority, on natural history and the environment, and with a cheerful, pleasant disposition made friends easily.
A man of rare quality, his loss to golf and greenkeeping is immense.
This fine ambassador for his chosen profession will be sadly missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing him.
Adrian Robertshaw Middleton Ilkley

In praise of education
While we have yet to make staff appointments from the many applications received, the response to our advertisement in the September issue of your magazine for our course vacancies has been overwhelming. The standard of applicant is evidence of the improvements that have been made in the education of greenkeepers over the past few years and the excellent training that they now receive. Potash being soluble may need topping up occasionally but analysis will never determine the level. There is absolutely no evidence that magnesium is a limiting factor in practice for healthy grass growth on any course -the only exception being sterile sand-only greens, virtually all of which are in poor or deteriorating condition, with increasing Poa annua invasion, as such greens have to be fed hydroponically and frequently with NPK and lime and even trace elements to stay alive and in comes the Poa.
Graham Bond
There is no fixed figure for pH level -the ideal is the one you have which hopefully is natural to the site.
Nitrogen is the most important element in golf greenkeeping and there is no easy test for nitrogen. I rest my case.
I regard with sadness and alarm the return of fertiliser firms offering chemical analyses as a sales gimmick. Even STRI. (Dr Canaway, December 1995) states that they will no longer routinely analyse soil samples chemically, "as it tells us nothing".
If How to cut card fraud I am writing to you about the BIGGA membership cards. I wondered if in the future it would be possible to put on the cards the members position at the club and the golf club's name. Both of which on the front as there is space to do this.
I would also like to see the member's official golf club stamp on the rear just as we had to do on our membership application forms this year. This may possibly stop any fraudulent use of the membership cards as I have heard of cases of this happening.
Does anyone else think this is a good idea?
Chris Yeaman Course Manager Swanston Golf Club Edinburgh
A great team effort
On behalf of all the greenkeeping staff and myself I would like to thank everyone involved for the excellent help from the BIGGA Greenkeeping Support Team during the week of The Open. It was much appreciated and I hope they all enjoyed themselves despite the hard work they put in.
Many thanks again and I hope to see you in future.
Billy McLachlan Head Green Superintendent Royal Troon Golf Club
Feature is spot on 
Cedric Gough
Miracle Professional Premier
Greenkeeper of the Year Broadway Golf Club.
THE CUTTINGEDCE THESE CLIENTS ALREADY HAVE IT!
